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FINE BOXES

Tomorrow, the Rotary Club of Wagga Wagga will have been in existence 75 years and to mark the occasion, I would like to make a presentation to the Club.  But I will come to that shortly.

The Rotary Club of Wagga Wagga had its Inaugural Dinner on 19th November 1929, and its Charter Dinner on Saturday 17th May 1930.  The actual seal of Rotary International was fixed to the Charter on 18th January 1930, but the document took some time to come to Australia.

I was asked last September when President John was away and I was Chairman, “Why am I a Rotarian?”, and I touched on my time in Service Clubs and Apex.

Apex was formed by three young Architects in Geelong in 1930 and then began to expand rapidly in Australia.  The Apex Club of Wagga Wagga, Club Number 7, was sponsored by the Rotary Club of Wagga Wagga, and was chartered on 23rd July 1932.  The Wollongong Apex Club Expansion Committee was instrumental in forming the Goulburn Apex Club in 1937, which became Number Club 31.

The Apex Club of Goulburn had its Inaugural Dinner on 10th July 1937 and its Charter Dinner on 18th September 1937.

I joined Apex on 4th May 1967 and retired 21years and 3 months later in August 1988.  I was awarded Life Membership Number 32 on 7th May 1988.

Sadly, the Apex Club of Goulburn Inc. held its last Changeover Dinner on 17th July 2004 and folded after providing 67 years of service to the Goulburn community.  In the weeks that followed, Club Property was being dispersed - so I made some phone calls.

It is my pleasure tonight to donate to the Rotary Club of Wagga Wagga Inc. two fine boxes that no doubt will be well used by our members and visitors to raise funds for Rotary Foundation.

The history of the fine boxes is that on my retirement from the Goulburn Apex Club on 6th August 1988, along with two friends, Bob Jackson and Peter Bladwell, I had my father make the boxes and they were our parting gift to a Club that gave us so much fun.

I have now fixed a Rotary Emblem and engraved plaque to each box to link the two service Clubs I have so much enjoyed over the past 38 years.

Philip Cross

18th November 2004
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